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St. Louis’ Comparative Business of 

Law Climate ranked ahead of 

several other Tier 3 legal markets, 

aided by its relatively higher levels 

of legal demand and lower levels 

of law firm saturation, including 

outside competitor presence

However, St. Louis’ Comparative 

Business Climate ranked last 

when benchmarked against other 

Tier 3 legal markets

A comparably lower level of net 

job creation and less competitive 

state and local tax rates impacted 

St. Louis’ overall scoring



There are 36 NLJ 500 firms with a presence in St. Louis, employing 1,625 local attorneys and 856 local partners. St. Louis 

ranked third-highest among its Tier 3 peer markets in average office size with 45 attorneys, behind Kansas City and 

Cleveland



When compared to similar-sized Tier 3 markets, St. Louis has modest rates of law firm saturation. The market features 

the third and fourth-lowest percentage of Am Law 200 and NLJ 500 law firms, respectively, suggesting lower barriers 

to entry and heightened opportunities for firm expansion



More than 80% of all NLJ 500 offices in St. Louis are derived from firms headquartered outside the city, reflecting a market with a 

relatively high presence of outside competitors. However, St. Louis also features the third-lowest presence of non-HQ attorneys among 

its Tier 3 peer markets, indicating a high proportion of large firms headquartered locally



According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, as of 2022, the St. Louis metro area had the joint-second highest demand for lawyers 

among Tier 3 peer markets, alongside fellow Missouri-based Kansas City. When compared to all U.S. markets, St. Louis ranked 46th out of 

a total of 525 metro areas, placing it in the top 10% of locations nationally for lawyer demand
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The St. Louis metropolitan 
statistical area had the third-

lowest average annual 
lawyer wage among its Tier 

3 peer markets in 2022



St. Louis has the joint third-highest percentage of women attorneys at NLJ 500 firms among its Tier 3 peer 

markets and the second-highest percentage of women partners



St. Louis posted comparable 

scores to the Tier 3 market 

average across several business 

of law climate metrics, including 

average lawyer wages and the 

potential for Am Law 200 and 

NLJ 500 expansion

The market scored slightly 

above the Tier 3 average for 

legal demand and law school 

presence

There are four ABA-accredited 

law schools in Missouri, 

including the St. Louis-located 

Washington University School of 

Law, which ranks among the top 

20 law schools in the country



At 3.9%, St. Louis had among the lowest levels of partner hiring activity across Tier 3 legal markets between 2021 and 2023, 

although the city had higher levels of activity than nearby Kansas City. Last year, 2.6% of St. Louis’ partners made a move, 

below the Tier 3 market average of 5.5%
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St. Louis scored moderately to 

good on a number of business 

climate categories, including 

average monthly salaries and 

unemployment rates

The market scored more highly 

for its lower office rental costs 

and overall cost of living relative 

to the Tier 3 market average

However, St. Louis also scored 

below the Tier 3 market average 

for net job creation, state and 

local sales tax rates, and state 

income tax





Ten of the top 25 largest law firms in the St. Louis metro area by attorney headcount are headquartered locally. St. Louis has a 

particularly concentrated law firm market, with just under half (49%) of attorneys already working for one of five firms - Thompson 

Coburn, Husch Blackwell, BCLP, Armstrong Teasdale, and Sandberg Phoenix



St. Louis is a relatively insular regional market derived of a large proportion of Midwest firms. Twenty (80%) of the 

25 largest law firms in the city’s metro area are based in the region, incorporating firms local to St. Louis as well 

as Kansas City, Cleveland, Minneapolis, and the state of Illinois



Of the top 25 largest firms in the 
St. Louis metro area, eight 
exhibited footprint growth 
between 2021 and 2023

West Coast-based Gordon Rees 
grew the most by percentage 

(57%), while St. Louis-
headquartered Sandberg 

Phoenix added the most net 
attorneys (+15)



ALM tracked just three NLJ 500 office openings in St. Louis between 2019 and 2023, launched through lateral hiring from local firms –

Lewis Brisbois (2019), Shook Hardy & Bacon (2021), and Quarles & Brady (2023). Other firms with a pre-existing presence in the market have 

relocated to new Class-A office space within the metro area, such as the newly constructed Commerce Bank Tower in downtown Clayton



At 3.9%, St. Louis had among the lowest levels of partner hiring activity across Tier 3 legal markets between 2021 and 2023, 

although the city had higher activity levels than nearby Kansas City. Last year, 2.6% of St. Louis’ partners made a move, below 

the Tier 3 market average of 5.5%



Non-HQ firms in St. Louis have been the market's most prominent source of partner movement, accounting for just under three-quarters 

of total partner additions between 2022 and 2023. Three of the top five most active firms over this period derived outside the market, 

including Poslinelli (HQ in Kansas City) Norton Rose (global), and Goldberg Segalla (Buffalo)





There were 19 companies 
based in Missouri included in 
the 2023 Fortune 1000, with 

15 of these companies 
headquartered in the St. Louis 

metro area

These 15 companies 
generated a combined 

$255.3B in FY 2022 revenue, 
employing more than 
290,000 individuals 



The 15 Fortune 1000 companies based in the St. Louis metro area are distributed across various industries. Financials 

is the most representative industry by number of companies while also being the second-largest source of revenue 

generation





The St. Louis metro area is 
also home to several large 

private companies spanning 
industries such as 

construction, technology, and 
travel & leisure



The 15 Fortune 1000 companies 

based in the St. Louis metro 

area had an estimated total 

outside counsel spend of 

$766.1M in FY 2022

Factoring in the nine largest 

private companies, the 

collective estimated outside 

counsel spend in the St. Louis 

metro area surpassed $1.0B in 

FY 2022



There were 326 companies involved in 959 litigation matters initiated in the St. Louis-located Missouri Eastern District Court between 

2021 and 2023. All but two of the top 20 most litigious companies in the court over this period were headquartered in Missouri. Of the 

top 20 most active law firms in the court, seven were derived from the state

https://www.law.com/radar-intro/


Insurance and agriculture were among the most litigious client industries in matters initiated in the Missouri Eastern District Court in 2023, 

alongside banking and financial services, retail, and health care. Product liability, insurance, personal injury, labor & employment, and 

consumer protection were among the most active practice areas



www.law.com/compass

Law.com Compass provides proprietary data, analysis, tools and 

knowledge that empower our clients to succeed. The product 

suite and vast data repository arm professionals with the critical 

business information required to make the most impactful and 

informed decisions possible. The exhaustive data repository and 

product functionality enable professionals to combat competitive 

challenges head-on with the confidence to remain ahead of the 

field. The depth of ALM’s expertise across the benefits, 

insurance, consulting and legal industries provide a broad 

spectrum of actionable intelligence to facilitate and execute 

strategy.

For more information please contact :

James Willer    | jwiller@alm.com


